HOW MUCH TIME DOES IT TAKE?

English Language Learners arrive in our schools at various ages with varying educational
backgrounds, some with limited or no prior formal schooling. Some of our students have
limited skills in their native language. Other students arrive with well-developed language and
academic abilities. Because of these variations in academic experiences, the rate and quality of
English language acquisition is different for each student. For the research-based approximate
timeframes of each stage of second language acquisition, and general characteristics and expected
outcomes for each stage, click on STAGES OF SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION. Key factors
influencing the length of time needed for our students to learn English include the following:

*  Quality of previous education

* Prior English learning experiences

* Literacy of the family

* Socioeconomic status

* Mobility

* Family displacement

* Cultural isolation

* Exposure to social unrest or war

* Cultural differences between education systems
* Emotional or psychological state




Stages of Second Language Acquisition
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